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THE TREATMENT OF GONORRHEA. 


BY W. O. THRAILKILL, M. D. 


In the June number of the Journat, Dr. Appy puts consider- 


able stress on the virtues of ‘‘ claret,” as a curative agent, in that 
often-met-with disease, gonorrhcea. Now, my experience has 
been that persons who contract this malady usually prefer 
claret’’ per os and without the use of a syringe. 

Z have not been encouraged by the use of this remedy, nor 
any of the stereotyped formulze published in the text books on 
this subject. 

The following treatment is original with myself and has proved 
entirely satisfactory: Have patient assume a horizontal position 
and partake of a milk diet only, for first three days; bathe parts 


well, night and morning, with water as hot as can be borne, 


slightly carbolized and alkalized. If patient is of a nervous tem- 
perament we may give ten to twenty grains of potassium bromide at 
bedtime, to insure rest and sleep, as they are liable to be rest- 
less, particularly if it is the first attack and they are afraid some 
one will find it out. At first visit of patient, inject one drachm 
of aqua distillata, with one grain of potassium permanganate dis- 


a 
ah 
4 
AM 
| 
a 
; 
it} 
4 
“4 
of 
| 
wf 
BE 
i 
ia 
Ree 
4 
q 
‘ 
4; 
tid 
tid 
1) he 
+3 
Cia 
‘ 
it 
7) 
4 
| 
fe 
+ 
‘ j 
4 
at 
| 
‘ 
i 
id 
he 
4 
Wes 
. pe 
HN, 
+) 


» 
4 
aa 
ab 
> j 
ty 
4 4 
ve 
in 
} r 
« 
4 
i¢ 
i 
7 
. 
ay P 
2 
| 
| 
fi 
4] 
A 
y 
‘ 4 
4 i} 
| 
J 
it 
on 
7 Mia 
5 
} 
| 
if 
ies. 
a 
tha 
| 
+) 
ta 
of 
| 
q 
| 
| 4 
bi} 
| 
it ne 
1 
q 
ii 
ah 
4 
| 
{ 
i, 
? 
‘ 
ay 
i 
ry: 
a 
aa 
& 
et 
: 


¢ 
44, 


CALIFORNIA MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


solved therein. ‘This will burn considerable, and must not be 
repeated. Prepare and inject the following in thirty minutes: 


Potassii Chioratis.. 2.24... 5. igrs. 

TL. Inject thrice daily. 


If the above directions are strictly followed all pain and sore- 
ness will yanish and no swelling whatever may be expected. 
After each injection place a piece of absorbent cotton with a 
few drops of glycerine over orifice and retain it #7 sétu by a piece 
of oiled silk the size of a small napkin of floss silk. 
It must be born in mind that this line of treatment is only 
advised in the first stages—and then it must be commenced 
during the first few days. 


INSPISSATED CERUMEN. 


MRS. C. F. YOUNG, M. D. 


Patient—male; age eighteen; occupation, teacher. Symp- 
toms, tinnitus aurium; vertigo and pain. He described it as a 
sudden loss of hearing preceded by a confusion of sounds, voices — 
appearing to be distant, confused, doubled, and accompanied by 
crackling, buzzing, ringing, blowing, disagreeable sounds that 
prevented conversation and deprived him of sleep. He was 
very nervous and anxious. 


History—At thirteen years had measles and occasionally colds 
and some throat ail and tingling sensations about the ears. Now 
and then a sense of fullness and a little pain or ‘‘earache.” On 
examination we found coincidence of naso-pharyngeal catarrh. 

He also had the bad habit of picking his ears with i catia 
and matches. 

On examination, the membrana tympani not visible; by aural - 
speculum, and otoscope a dark hardened mass of cerumen was 
seen. 

Hearing distinct of right ear, normal; left ear, watch heard 
when pressed to the auricle. 

Diagnosed—Insipissated cerumen the result of aural inflamma- 
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tion caused by naso-pharyngeal catarrh—the last born of and 


perpetrated by neglected colds. 
 Treatment— 


TL. S.—Applied immediately by a Davidson syringe, first 
removing a valve that the syringe might be used as a syphon. 


The warmth and the gentle continuous flow was at first pain- 
ful, but presently soothing to the patient. We used it three 
times over at the first sitting, then applied cotton wet with glyce- 
rine at the entrance to the meatus, to exclude cold air. In the 
-meantime a thorough sweating bath had been taken and some 
dietic changes made. After the third day of treatment the ceru- 
-men having gradually been dissolved and removed, we found the 
membrana-tympani intact, but having minute points of black 


cerumen tenaciously adhering to its surface. Along the canal 


were small red points slightly swollen. 

We continued the syringing, four times each twenty-four hours, 
reducing the strength, and temperature of the fluid one half, 
until the scales of cerumen were removed, and the appearance 
of the m. t. and canal approximated to the natural. 

In eleven days the patient declared himself satisfactorily cured 
his hearing perfectly restored and general health much improved. 


THE CAMP FIRE. 
BY H. T. WEBSTER, M. D. 


The life of a medical editor is one of unbounded pleasure and 
happiness, in which the emoluments and honors of the position 
continually repay him for enduring the little inconveniences of a 
limited purse, shiny wardrobe, ancient tile and scanty diet. But, 
after all, its duties become, in time, a monotonous routine, from 
which he would fain escape—hie him to the hills, and be, for a 
brief time, a man of leisure. 

For a few days the Nimrod of our faculty had been wearing in 
his hat band the tails of two deer, trophies of his unerring aim. 
While beating the bushes for small game, in the vicinity of Camp 
Taylor, two fawns had risen from a quiet nap t@quickly gasp 
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and perish before his fatal shotgun. The facts were duly com- 
municated to Dr. Crowley, whose ardent nature warmed for the 
chase, and in time the sluggish circulation of the editor quick- 
ened at the thought of future possibilities. Soon, it became a 
settled conclusion that we must spend a few days at Camp Tay- 
lor hunting deer (spelled with a double ‘‘e.”) The greatest 
effort was to conclude to go. That point settled, one bright 
morning saw us board the ferry train at Broadway for San Fran- 


cisco from whence, by steamer we crossed to Saucelito and there 


climbed the waiting train in com pany with a crowd of picnickers 
bound for the hills. 

_ Camp Taylor is situated in a lovely canon about twenty-nine 
miles from Saucelito, on the strip of land north of the Golden — 
Gate, between San Francisco Bay and the ocean. Its greatest 
drawback is that it is too much frequented for the sportsman, 
amateurs keeping up such a constant fusilade that it is dangerous 
for even a wren to show itself in the vicinity; and the limpid 
stream, which wanders down the canon, long ago yielded up its 
most promising trout. 

Our first notable experience at Camp Taylor was In dtebcaisig 
of a villainous lunch, served by a waiter who could understand 
neither English nor German, and whom we suspected of not 
wishing to comprehend our meaning at all. At least, we failed 
after a masterly effort, in eminently satisfying the inner man. I 
remarked to Dr. Crowley, as we passed from the restaurant, that 
the tooth-picks were first-class. This was true, and a source of 
some satisfaction. But the sarcasm was lost on the Doctor, who 
belongs to the modern Stoics; and, though a competent judge of 
good fare, can subsist for a time on tooth-picks, if necessary, and 


not grumble. 
The hotel was full to overflowing. We could lunch at its table, 


(a sorry privilege,) but we could not sleep beneath its roof; and, 


as it was the only house in the neighborhood, the prospects for 
bridging over the night seemed unfavorable, until the generous 
host came to our rescue by proffering a tent and blankets at four 
dollars per night. It was Hobson’s choice, and, concluding to 
accept, we joined with two sportsmen from San Francisco and 
made up a fMrty of four. Sleeping privileges attended to and 

lunch taken, we were ready for the deer. 
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These, according to Dr. C.’s theory, were to be found about 
_ four miles away, in a certain wooded canon, making off from the 
main valley at a right angle several miles above the camp, and 
rising between the peaks. He proposed to climb the face of the 
mountain opposite our position, and follow up the ridge to the 
head of the canon, then descend along its side. This plan we 
proceeded to put into effect, and began to climb into a wilder- 
ness of bushes, ferns and saplings, which would have seemed for- 
midable, except that we expected every moment to emerge into 
the open timber. But, as we went farther, it became worse, if 
possible, and for two long miles we climbed the face of a steep 
ascent, almost perpendicular in places, by clinging to bushes, 
vines and ferns, anon crawling on all fours beneath fallen brush, 
anon stopping to unwind some clinging briar, anon halting and 
throwing ourselves down to rest, and, occasionally, pausing to 
partake of some fine blackberries found growing by the way. 


At length, we emerged into an opening above the timber belt, 


where ferns towered high above our heads so thick that we strug- 
gled to force a passage through them. A few moments toil of 
_ this kind and we emerged into an open field so far above Camp 
Taylor that the report of fire-arms, the barking of dogs and other 
signs of that enterprising place come up but faintly and at long 
intervals. 

Our first move was to select a shady place under a spreading 
oak and rest. Here friend C. drew from some hidden recess his 
sketch book, and proceeded to lose himself in it. His conver- 
sation dwindled to monosyllables, until he was lost to speech and 
all but inner consciousness. Then I left him to his idol, and 


began foraging for thimbleberries, which were soon found, grow- 


ing in the midst of a neighboring thicket. To crowd through 
opposing bushes and brush, with such plunder ahead, was brief 


labor; but hardly had the feast begun, when I heard a peculiar 


rattling noise in close proximity. It might have been a dried 
leaf, it might have been an insect of some kind, but I thought 
principally of rattlesnakes, just then, and beat a hasty retreat. 
Emerging into the opening the second time, I came face to face 
with an old acquaintance, one I had known in childhood’s days, 
one I had known in riper years, both in the Empire and Buck- 
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eye states; but, to meet it here amid these mountain solitudes, 
where the Pacific breezes fanned it, here among the pretentious 
vegetation of California, was unexpected, to say the least.” We 
embraced. It was Achillea Millefolium. Yes, the same yarrow 
that my good old grandmother carefully preserved, tied in 
bundles, and hung to the rafters in the garret, in the days when I 
stubbed my barefoot toes, wrestled with stone-bruises, played hooky 
and constructed mud pies in old Chautauqua. Poor, insignificant 


plant! And, yet, I found there was a warm corner in my heart 


for it, when met in these distant wilds, so far away. I had just 


drifted into a reverie, in which old memories mingled the scent 
of yarrow so near and faces and voices so far, when my man of 


the sketch book came back to earth and announced the advent 
of a consuming thirst, and ‘‘ drinking water miles away. We 


had neglected to provide ourselves with a canteen or even a 
flask! | 


It was now proposed to make a strike for water; and, moving 
toward the summit up a little rise, stopping occasionally, to. 
moisten on dewberries,. which were plentiful here, we finally 
stood upon the ridge, where we could see the Pacific, dim and 
misty in the distance over an intervening ridge, on one side, and 


the bay, over a chaos of peaks, on the other. Below us, toward 


the ocean, several miles away, was a cosy farmhouse. Before us, 
on the same ridge we occupied, we could see, away in the dis- 
tance, a cluster of cabins, and we concluded, as it led tow- 
ard the canon where our imaginery deer were located, to 
endeavor to obtain a drink of water at that point, rather than 
descend into the valley. So, over pastures, through thickets, 
clambering over fences, toiling, anon, in fields of waving grain 
shoulder high—for these summits are highly productive, and 
threading mountain trails, we traveled through the midday sun, 
Dr. Crowley in the lead, until the distant buildings loomed into 
nearer view and proved to be the home of a mountain rancher, 
guarded by a faithful dog only, for the padlock and chain across 
the primitive door, informed us that the proprietor was away 
from home. Much experience, in rural practice, with honest . 
house-dogs had made us wary. We observed an ominous ris- 
ing of hair along his dogship’s spine. We gave him a wide berth 
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for our calves craved no interview with canine ivory. We passed 
by on the other side and made straight up the lane where a good- 
ly sized watering trough, dug from a section of redwood, stood 
filled to the brim with water. Dr. Crowley was first upon the 
spot, and quickly pronounced the expressive word, ‘‘ pollywogs!” 
in a tone of disgust. 

A supply trough rested on the edge of the reservoir, and reaching 
through a rustic picket fence, reclined in the crotch of a support 
by the side of a trap. A tin bucket lay beside the trap. It was 
suggestive. The writer, being something of an athlete under 
such circumstances, scaled the fence and raised the trap. Below, 
a capacious rock-lined, moss-grown well, filled to within short 
arm’s length of the top with clear water, met his gaze. 

I grasped the bucket, dipped, and prepared to drink. Just 


then, my eyes wandered to the fence. A wistful, anxious face 


was on the other side. In it there was language of expostulation. 
My better nature triumphed, and I approached, lifted the bucket 
over, and delivered it into two ready hands. It was soon 
poised on the edge of the trough, and the possessor gazed ear- 
nestly and pantingly into it for a long time. I waited anxiously. 
Finally, our friend raised his head with a deep drawn sigh. He 

‘met my gaze. It must have spoken volumes, for he blushed, and 
_ deprecatingly lifted the bucket over the fence. I was soon deep- 
ly occupied, and only stopped for breath after several seconds. 


Lifting my eyes, I again saw a pair of hands extended. I hesi-— 


tated, then lifted the bucket over toward-the other side. Then 
folowed a long period of silence and abstraction. 

A remarkable feature of this part is the luxuriant growth of 
moss that abounds almost everywhere. The fences are draped 
with mossy fringe. The redwoods are decked with long pennants 
of this material. Walk through the woods, and it is continually 


brushing you in the face, or twining about your neck. Every 
inanimate thing is mossed over, to a greater or less extent, if it 


remains stationary long. So much for the Pacific mists which 
encourage perennial vegetation. pes 
Our long-sought canon was finally reached; and, refreshed and 
eager, we plunged into its wooded depths. Mighty redwoods, 
some of them ten feet through at the base, rose trim and stately 


ale 
a 
if 
af 
if 
; 
4 
a 
i 
| 
u 
‘i 
1 + 
4 
/ 
rt 
4 
te 
4 
e 
‘4 
tof 
if’ 
he 
ile 
a 
| 
‘¥% 
he 
ia 
Hid 
4, 
ace 
th 
‘* 
{+} 
4 
ie 


328 THE CALIFORNIA MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


out of sight among the foliage; fallen giants obstructed our way, 
but were scaled, as only expert woodsmen know how. Along 
the edge ofa steep precipice, where sight, below, was lost in a 
gorge of darkened evergreen, we followed narrow paths down a 
precipitous decline, clinging, betimes, to bushes and saplings, to 
prevent a headlong career into unknown depths. 

Occasionally pausing, to critically examine the earth, Dr. C. 
_ would inform me that he could discover signs of deer. I did 
not contradict him. This wasa lonesome place. The doctor 
—Isaresolute man. Iacquiesced. Finally, after a half hour’s 
career of rapid progress along a descending ridge, which was 
flanked on either side by a deep canon, we found the conforma- 
tion was terminating in a point—that the two ravines were about 
to unite. And right here we heard a sort of clattering, which 
sounded very much as though the feet of a deer were pattering 
along the bed of a rocky stream. We crouched down, lis- 
_tened and waited. It seemed as though the sounds approached 
still nearer. Dr. C. cocked his gun. Already, I could smell 
the fumes of burnt powder in the air; already, I could feel the 
weight of a generous buck across my shoulders. Still we waited. 
The clattering continued. At last, it began to grow monoton- 
ous. There must be an entire drove. We crept nearer, until 
the cause of our excitement was unveiled. A miniature moun- 
tain cascade was falling a distance of ten or twelve feet upon the 
rocks below. This, and nothing more. We drank. 

The afternoon sun was sliding down the sky; we could not see it, — 
but we could feel it, Already, the shadows in these dank 
canons were deepening. It seemed as though the evening dews 
were beginning to fall, The hands on our watches pointed 
toward five o’clock. For a long time we had not seen a sign of 
civilization. Not an axe-mark to prove that man had ever de- 
filed this pristine forest, not a sign of a human footstep. Fora 
long time we had not heard a sound, except the waterfall and 
the twittering of an occasional bird. The question now began 
to be, ‘* How far are we from Camp Taylor, and whereabouts is 
it?’’ We possessed great confidence in our own woodcraft; but, 
to err is human. We might be obliged to remain in these wilds 
over night. We began to think of the husks of Camp Taylor 
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Hotel’s table with something of the longing of two prodigal sons. 
It had been an afternoon of arduous toil, following upon a very 
light noonday meal. 

I proposed that we follow the canon down to its termination 
in the larger one below, then, in turn, follow that until we came 
to the railroad, but Dr. Crowley interposed his superior knowl- 
edge of mountain travel, and assured me that it would be next 
to impossible to find our way through by sucha route. So we 
crossed canon and ridge, one after another, until finally we 
came upon the marks of a wood- -chopper’s camp, and struck a 


trail, which led us down to a well-beaten road a couple of miles — 
above Camp Taylor. How we trudged along this road, tired 
but jolly mortals, how we stopped by the wayside to drink a 
quart of milk purchased of a mountain nymph of doubtful age, 
how one of us was severely wounded by toying with a California ~ 


nettle, mistaking it for something new, I will not relate. Suffice 
it to say, we reached camp in due season, deposited accouter- 
ments and sans ceremonie visited the dining-room of mine host, 
where we found our San Francisco friends just finishing a very 


full repast. They had been lucky. They had killed 


a bluejay. 


Our impervious henchman of noontime was on n hand to do our 


bidding, and there must have been something in our mein which 


impressed him with the importance of the occasion, for he sup- _ 


plied our wants with alacrity. He brought us steak, and fricasee, 
and potatoes, and bread, and milk, and cheese—genuine old 
Schwitzer, and tea, and fruits; and we ate and ate, and ordered 

more and still ate. The stars came out, and the full moon was 
shedding its mellow light on that camp when we staggered from 


the room, happy in the consciousness of a sweet revenge. We 


had made up for arrearages on the noonday lunch and were one 
ahead, besides. 

QO, ye miserable denizens of the eee city! doomed to walk 
the straight and narrow path of decorum, consigned to the tame- 
ness of a pigmy grate and a handful of glowing coals, we com- 
miserate your condition. If you would commune with nature 
untrammeled and taste of pleasures unalloyed, throw off your 
city garb, don your roughing suit, go out into the mountain 
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wilds, and, when night comes on, build a roaring, crackling 
campfire and bestrew yourselves around it; then, as its fiery 
tongues leap upward, vieing with each other in attempts to 
mount the higher, pile on more wood: and send the sparks hiss- 
ing upward into darkness. No etiquette here, except what 
comes from true gentleness of heart. Your better nature goes 
out in response to the genial warmth of your fellows, and mirth 
and hilarity and flow of soul and good fellowship pervade the 

circle, while stories go round and mutual experiences and hopes 
hasten the hours away. 

The tent door was open. Mine host had provided four mat- 
tresses. The campfire was blazing high and fuel was piled within 
easy reach. We drew our mattresses forth, ranged them round 
the blaze and there reclined. Thus the early evening drifted into 
night. 

We believe one of our San Francisco friends was giving his 


impressions, as a theater goer, of the play entitled ‘‘ Rajah,” 


when, from out the darkness, a gentleman and two ladies came 
within the limits of the light of our fire fora moment, and walked 


along the path which led toward our camp. A_ voice 
~sounded familiar. It was like the voice of T 


, very like. 
‘*Hello! Is that you? T exclaimed. 


‘It is, for a truth,” was answered; ‘‘ but who are you? ” 4 

C and W—— and friends.” 

** You are the very ones we. were looking for,”’ was the answer. 
and G and Mr. M—— and their families are at 
the hotel and would be glad to meet you. Please come down 
soon.” 

Then we adjourned to an open space in front of the hotel, 
where a merry bonfire blazed, and met old friends and new ones, 
ladies and gentlemen, and whiled a pleasant half hour away in 
friendly chat. Then we were invited to accompany the party to 
their camp, which we found to be in close proximity to our 
own. Ina few moments we signified our intention to retire. 
This gave rise to a little private consultation among our hosts, 
and we were urged to remain a few moments more. Soon, a 
row of glasses and a demijohn appeared. We ‘‘smiled,” and 
bade them all good night, impressed with this meeting | as the 
crowning episode of a day most pleasantly spent. 


h 
i, (bul 
i. , 
i 
itt 
i! 
\ 
| 
ty 
al. 
‘4 
\ 
4 4 
is 
a 
i 
| 
| 
‘ " 
th 
q 
hj 
4 My 
| 
4 
| 
ar 
ra 
1 


NationaL Eciectic MepicaL Association. 331 


= 


Returning to our own campfire, we found it burning low—a 
heap of glowing embers. It was nearing eleven o’clock. We 
_ dragged our mattresses under the canvas, lay down, drew our 
blankets over us like true mountaineers, chatted a little while, 
then drifted into silence. Soothed by the breezes whispering in 
the redwoods, lulled by the babbling lullaby of the adjacent 
stream, and, safe in the knowledge that strong-armed Crowley 
lay athwart the door, we slept. 


[To BE CONTINUED.] 


NATIONAL ECLECTIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The Fourteenth Annual Meeting of the National Eclectic 
Medical Association was held at Cincinnati, on the 18th, roth 
and 2oth of June, 1884. The following is a synopsis of the 
proceedings from the Eclectic Medical Journai: 

The members convened at Greenwood Hall, on the morning» 
of the 18th. The president, Dr. Edwin Younkin, of St. Louis, 
called the meeting to order at ten o’clock. The old faces, 
Geddes, Martin, Munn, Merkel, Thompson, Stratford, Clark, 
Jay, Pitzer and others were conspicuous, as well as a large con- 
course of new ones. No less than six lady physicians were 
present, as well as wives, daughters, etc., of members. — 

Dr. A. J. Howe, chairman of the Committee of Arrange- 
ments, presented Dr. John King, whose presence was enthusi- 
astically greeted. Addressing the Chair, in the name of- the 
State Association, the College and citizens of Cincinnati, he 
welcomed the members to the city, and wished them a pleasant 
and prosperous season. 

Dr. A. Wilder, the Secretary, seaiiliiied thanking Dr. King 
and those whom he represented, for their fraternal welcome. He 
paid a tribute to the city of Cincinnati, and referred to the estab- 
lishment of the Eclectic Institute. For more than twenty years 
its history was the history of Eclecticism in/America; and even 
since, though our societies and schools have ramified in every 
direction, still they are as branches from this central trunk. The 
original National Association was organized here, and though its 
reorganization has been effected at the.Queen City of the Lakes, 
still this place where we now meet was the family homestead, and 
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all have come hither as to their old fireside. We have met be- 
fore here in Ohio, and have been welcomed by a Mayor anda 
Governor. That was honor; yet Mayors and Governors are 
ephemeral, and often change. But here, it will be remembered, 
as long as memory holds its seat, that the salutation was by one 
more distinguished than political leaders. Wherever Eclectic 
Medicine is known, from Maine to California, from the Lakes to 


_the Gulf, every one who speaks of it knows that closely inter- 


woven with its history and its literature ‘is the name of John 
King. Hence, this was a regal welcome, and as s such it is appre- 


—clated. 


The Committee on Colleges was announced: Drs. L. E. Rus- 


sell, A. Merrell, S. B. Fisher, and J. M. Mulholand. 


On motion, Drs. J. M, Scudder, G. H. Merkel, J. R. Duncan, 
H. B. Piper, J. M. Welch, were appointed as Committee on 
Charges and Grievances. 

The following Committee on Credentials was also announced: 
Drs. W. C. Beam, N. R. Martin, W._T. Gemmel, S. S. Judd, 
J. M. Mulholand. 

The roll of States was called, and nineteen State Societies, as 
well as numerous auxiliaries, presented credentials. 

On motion of Dr. W. F. Curryer, of Indiana, the first. hour 
of the morning session of the next day was set apart to the hear- 
ing an address by Dr. John King. 

President Younkin next delivered his Annual Address. He 
reviewed the status of Eclectic Medicine in the several States, 
discounting somewhat on the roseate pictures often presented in 
reports, recommended more stringent regulations in several re- 
spects, advocated the creation of State Medical Boards, and 
efficient sanitary legislation. 

On motion of Dr. Shoemaker, of Iowa, the president’s address 
was referred to a select Committee. 

The Treasurer’s Report indicated an improving condition of 
the finances, and efficient administration. Drs. Jay and Munn 
were appointed as a Committee to examine the items, and re- 
ported all correct. 

Reports on States occupied the afternoon. Dr. Butcher hav- 
ing reported a prosperous state of affairs for Ohio, Senator John 
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V. Lewis, M. D. , called its accuracy in question. He severely 
criticised the Pharciaceitics! bill that had been enacted and pre- 
dicted the passage of a stringent medical bill next winter. 


SENATOR BROWN’S BILL. 


Dr. Wilder offered the following resolution which was seconded 
by Dr. Howe and unanimuusly adopted: 

‘* Resolved, That this National Eclectic Medical Association in 
annual meeting assembled, do respectfully but earnestly petition 
the Congress of the United States, to enact the bill entitled ‘A 
Bill to Secure to the Medical Profession Equal Rights in the 
service of the United States,’ as an act of justice to a large num- 
ber of citizens, an improvement and reform of the former prac- 

tice, and demanded by the best interests of the individuals em- 
ployed by the Government, while at pd same time its operation 
can be only beneficial i in every respect.”’ 

Sections were held on State Medicine, Practice of Medicine, 
and Obstetrics, and their proceedings ordered to be reported. 

The Committee on Charges and Grievances made the follow- 
ing report: 


‘*Your Committee having considered the charges preferred 
against A. J. Howe, M. D., for conspiracy in the matter of J. 
M. Hole at Topeka, Kansas, in June, 1883, report that the 
charges against Prof. Howe are not sustained. 

‘* Also in the case of R. A. Gunn, after carefully examining 
the case and hearing Professor Gunn’s statement, your Commit- 
tee failed to find sufficient ground for sustaining the charges, and 
therefore ask for his acquittal. =H. B. Piper, Secretary.” 


Dr. Jay moved to accept the report. Dr. Russell moved 
to postpone the question till nine o'clock on Thursday morn- 
ing. 

Lost, and Dr. Jay’s motion adopted. 

The Association adjourned until morning. 

In the evening, the members held a symposiac session, some- 
what informally, at the Hall of the Eclectic Medical Institute, 
as guests of Dr. J. M. Scudder. The repast was light and 
wholesome; the intellectual treat rare and pungent; and the oc- 
casion on the whole was delightful to all who participated. 
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SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


On Thursday morning the Association assembled atthe Eclec- 
tic Medical Institute, the delegates in attendance choosing that 
place in preference to Greenwood Hall. | | 

Dr. John King, pursuant to invitation, read his address on » the 
Medical Legislation of the Country. It strongly condemned the 
various statutes in the several States providing for registration 
and State Examining Boards as invasions and impositions of civil 
and personal liberty. 

The paper was listened to with earnest attention, and at its 


close a vote of thanks was rendered to the speaker. 


Dr. Gunn addressed the. Association at length, approving the 
sentiments of Dr. King, and giving a history of the legislation 


attempted in New York. 


Dr. Howe read a letter which he had received feo be. 


Charles Band, transmitting his compliments accompanied by a 


substantial gift of $100, Dr. Howe paid a characteristic com- 


-pliment to Dr. Band, and suggested that, in the event he died 


before the generous giver did, the younger members put one of 
the best of our resolutions of thanks on his tombstone. 

Dr. Gunn now offered a resolution of the various schools of 
practice in Boards of Health, so that Eclectics should not be at 
the mercy of Old School adversaries. The sentiment of the 
members, however, was too radical to admit of any temporizing 
policy, and after repeated amendments it was adopted in the fol- 
lowing form: 

‘* Resolved, ‘That while the iat Eclectic Medical Associa- 
tion is in favor of elevating the standard of Medical Education, 
it is opposed to all class medical legislation.” 


AFTERNOON. 


The sections of Surgery and Gynzecology held sessions, and a 
very interesting clinical case was submitted. 

Dr. Howe presented the invitation for the members of the 
Association to visit the Zoological Gardens, which was duly ac- 
cepted. After transacting some further routine business, the As- 
sociation adjourned until Friday morning. 
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THE ZOO. 


The report would be incomplete if the entertainment at the 
Zoological Garden should be left out. The Association adjourned 
on Thursday afternoon, and took cars provided by the local 
committee for this paradisic mountain. It was a vivid change 
from the burning Sodomic valley of the Ohio, to the cool Edenic 
gardens above. ‘The whole arrangements were magnificent, and 
every endeavor to make them so had been crowned with success. 
‘The guests went out on a special train. The animals were all 
there, in full glory, ready to be named by any Adam who might 
have zoology enough at his tongue’s end to do the subject Justice. 
The giraffe stretched up for a peep, the alligators lounged, the 
white bears frolicked; the daughters of Eve who were with the 


delegates refrained with acquired prudence from coquetting with 


the snakes. It was the cool of the day, and all the trees of the 


garden were hung with transparencies aud Japanese lanterns. A ~ 
magnificent supper was served, and all fed on choicest viands to 


satisfaction. Speeches and toasts concluded that pait of the 
festivity. 
Presently the burly form of Dr. Howe became visible, sum- 
moning the calcitrants to the front, and gay dancing, such as was 
common in the earlier days of human history, succeeded. Soft 


eyes looked love to eyes, and all hoped to meet again. The 


dancing, the glee, the hilarity, were such that the summons to 
leave sounded on all the ears like a call to go forth from para- 
dise into common world life, The order was inexorable, the 
conditions absolute; all bade their sad farewell, and returned to 
the city. | 

THIRD DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


The meeting was held on Friday morning at the College. Dr. 
L. E. Russell made a report upon King Medical College, placing 
it on probation for one year before awarding it full standing 


among Eclectic colleges. On motion of Dr. Munn, the report 
was adopted. 


The journal of the Secretary for Thursday was then read and 


adopted. 
Dr. Ingraham, of Illinois, offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the address of Dr. John King, on Medical 
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Legislation, be published in the Zyansactions of this Association, 
and that a pamphlet edition of ten thousand copies be printed 
for sale to members, to be circulated over the country. | 
This resolution being adopted, Dr. A. L. Clark, who is the 
Eclectic member of the Illinois State Board of Health, delivered 
an address setting forth the workings of that body, defending his 
action, and showing that it had improved the status of practi- 
tioners in that State, while a large body of pretenders and em- 
pirics had been compelled to suspend business or leave the State. 


-This result had received general commendation.. He paid a 


glowing tribute to Dr. King, but declared his address of Thurs- 
day to be the great mistake of his life. 


Dr. King, at the conclusion, vigorously defended his views, 


_and predicted that the legislation of this country, if carried out 


after the style of the medical enactments, would put an end to 
its liberties. 

“Munn took the same view, and the history 
medical legislation in Connecticut. It was not reform or aught | 
of the kind that was sought after; medical statutes read almost 
alike, and the purpose of them all was to rout out Eclectic and 
Homeopathic practitioners. 

Dr. Gunn, of New York, spoke ably in the same vein. 

Dr. Goss, of Georgia, addressed the Association, making sim- 
ilar statements in regard to the legislation of the Southern States. 


But even there, whenever the Eclectics were organized in State. 


Societies, there would be no ignoring of their claims and rights. 
Their organization enabled them to concert measures to protect 
themselves. _ 

The Committee on Credentials reported favorably upon the 
various recommendations for permanent membership; but ad- 
versely to the nomination of Dr. John B. Hennion. The omis- 
sion gave rise to a warm debate in which the leading members of 
the Association participated, but ended in n the adoption of the - 
report. | 

The residue of the business of the morning was chiefly taken 
up by the appointing and action of the Electoral Committee. 
‘That body made choice of the following officers for the fifteenth 
year of the reorganized National Association, namely: 
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Prestdent—Dr. Henry K. Stratford, of Chicago, IIl. 
Vice-Prestdents—J. Milton Welch, of LaCygne, Kansas; Will- 
iam M. Durham, of Atlanta, Ga.; William F. Curryer, of Thorn- 
town, Ind. | 
Secretary—Alexander Wilder, of Newark, New Jersey. 
Treasuver—James Anton, Lebanon, Ohio. 
Altoona in Pennsylvania was recommended by a majority of 
the Committee for the place of meeting for 1885. 
On motion of Dr. Milton Jay, the matter of the next place of 
meeting was not decided, but left to the Executive Committee. 
Both Cleveland and Put-in- wny are largely i in favor among the 


members. 
FINAL SESSION. 


The final session of Friday afternoon was largely devoted to 
routine business. The local committee and the Eclectics of 
Ohio were abundantly thanked for their good offices; a douceur 
voted to the Secretary and Treasurer. 

The section work was duly completed, and will make a re- 
spectable show in the Zyvansactions. Many of the papers pre- 
sented are of a superior character. Others may require pruning, 


- yet the general future is a steady advance. The sections of Sur- 
_ gery, Practice, Gynecology and Obstetrics, were ably officered 
and did very effective work. Drs. Green, Geddes, Munn, Mer-. 


kel, Jay, Russell, Gemmell, Pitzer, Kunze and others, who had 


the matter under advisement, had carried on a wide correspon- 


dence with excellent results. Such men do an immense amount 
of work that nobody has much conception of till the results ap- 
pear at the annual meeting and in the Zransactions. We may 
predict for volume xii. as good a showing as for its recent prede- 
cessors; sometimes there will be occasion to use the waste-basket 
freely, where there is too much verbiage and repetition from 
older literature. The short, terse articles, with something new 
or original in them, which cost less to print, are infinitely more 
valuable to practitioners. 

The Iowa College question took up a good deal of time. The 
Drake University Medical Department had the field at Topeka, 
and succeeded in procuring a year’s probation. Its status was 
not modified this year, but its rival, the King Medical College, 
was placed on the same footing. Dr. Shoemaker labored earn- 
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estly to procure the removal of his limitation, but did not suc- 

ceed. 

t There was another ill matter, introduced from Maine. The 

! College at Lewiston, in that State, has never succeeded in ob- 
taining confidence. Druidism was perhaps more in fashion than 

( Eclecticism. The State Society, at its last session, adopted 

i resolutions declaring the College utterly unworthy of confidence, 

which were duly transmitted to the National Association. They 

: were sent to the Committee on Colleges, and effectually 


‘ squelched every chance of placing that institution on equal foot- 
i ing with others of the Eclectic school. 

’ Several amendments to the By-Laws were reported favorably, 

ii -and lie over for one year. One of them provides for a retired or 
‘ honorary list of veteran members, and was suggested by the State 


4 Association of Pennsylvania. Another proposed to require all 
societies sending delegates to certify to their standing, state their 
i, time in practice, and the name of the college at which they 
graduated. 
_ The new officers were finally installed, and the usual speeches 
of acknowledgment rendered. © 
Dr. Gunn, of New York, now addressed the Association. He 
was, he said, a graduate of an Old School College. Having 
been engaged in active practice, he was called to account for® 
having made use of a particular remedy at the suggestion of an 
Eclectic physician. Disgusted at such narrowness and intoler- — 
ance he abandoned the Old School and united with the Eclectics. _ 
He had been among the first in company with Professors Clark, 
Garrison, Jay and Whitford, to establish the Bennett Medical 
College. He had given his best efforts for the formation and 
prosperity of this National Association. It was now going in 
the same old rut as the Old School, and there was little occasion 
for it, if such is the case, to exist as a separate body. Buthe , 
was an Eclectic still in favor of medical liberty. He therefore 
withdrew from the Association, and separated himself from all 
medical organizations. 
On motion of Dr. Younkin, after a long debate, the resigna- 
tion was accepted. 
Presieent Stratford then declared the Association adjourned. 
A. WILDER, Secretary. 
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Cholera Infantum.—Thanks to the equalizing breezes of 


the old Pacific we are not seriously afflicted with cholera infan- 
tum in this region, though further inland where ocean air fails to 
temper the summer sultriness it prevails to some extent. 

As this is the season for its inroads we may devote a little 
thought to it with profit, for some of our readers may be called 
to manage such cases, and know of no better treatment than that 
of old orthodoxy, (medical), in which astringents and opiates play 
a prominent part. : 

We advise our readers to give opiates a wide berth in the treat- 
ment of cholera infantum. It may lull the child to rest for a 
time and may satisfy the parent, but it is liable to prove a snare 
and a delusion. Finally a slumbering volcano bursts forth and 
your little patient dies from cholera infantum and opium com- 
bined. 

The brain of a child is highly sensitive to the influence of an 
Opiate; the drug is not a safe one to administer to infants at any 
time. It is emphatically contra-indicated when the nervous 
system is in the condition of hyperesthesia attending summer 

complaint. | 

For the last few years attention to dieting has given us great 
advantage over old plans of treating this disease. The plan of 
withholding articles of diet liable to pass over into an acid fer- 
mentation in the disordered digestive canal has afforded the best 
satisfaction. Starchy foods and milk, especially, tend to aggra- 
vate the disease. If such diet is persisted in, in bad cases, there 
is certain to be a smell of undertaker’s varnish in the house in a 
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short time. Artificial foods in which the starch has been con- 


verted into glucose and dextrine, and organic material liable | 
to undergo fermentation has been removed are imperatively de- 


manded here. We have used Horlick’s unti! we prefer it, though 
Ridge’s or Mellin’s might do as well. 

Drugs have a place here without doubt, though they are sec- 
ondary to diet. We recollect an instance where a teething child, 
last year, in eastern Ohio, was persistently plagued with diarrhcea, 
resulting in restlessness at night, feverishness, emaciation, hectic 
and other symptoms foreboding finally, a severe and fatal attack 
of cholera infantum where drugs afforded no marked beneficial 
influence. Horlick’s food was ordered as a dernier resort and 
drugs abandoned, when the child immediately began to improve 
and passed safely through the cholera infantum season. 

- Ipecac, of all known agents, possesses the best qualities for 
relieving an acute irritation of the intestinal track. Then we 


_ may aid it with aconite to control the fever. Aconite also, 


probably, relieves gastro-intestinal irritation in a measure. If 
the irritation runs on to a chronic condition of irritation, aconite 


and ipecac seem to lose their efficacy. Now arsenic or mercurius 


cor. in minute doses possesses. more potent healing properties. 
Ulceration of the large intestines call especially for the latter. 
The dose of these remedies should be small in every instance, 
or they will provoke more disturbance instead of acting as equal- 
izers. Aconite, five or ten drops of the crude tincture, accord- 
ing to quality, 1pecac about the same to four ounces of water. 
Arsenicum may be used in the form of Fowler’s solution, three 
to five drops to four ounces of water. Corrosive sub. third to 
sixth, attenuation of trituration, a grain at a dose every three 
hours. Aconite and ipecac as prepared, about a teaspoonful 
every hour; arsenic, as prepared, about every two or three hours. 
Sometimes we have a peculiar form of cerebral irritation, the 
child is extremely restless and wakeful, slumbers lightly, if at all, 
and wakes with a start or scream, the pupils are bright, its senses 
abnormally acute. Here rhus tox will be specially indicated, 
though if there be gastric irritability marked by red pointed 
tongue and vomiting, it will excel any other remedy in relieving 
the difficulty and is not contra-indicated in any case. Often the 
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nausea with vomiting is the most prominent and most persistent 
symptom. Here we can rely on aconite, ipecac, rhus tox and 
bismuth, until the symptoms are arrested. 

An alarming form is that where the discharges are excessively 
profuse and watery. A child may live many days when there is 
much pain with little material in the dejections (bloody mucus), 
but a few hours will terminate the scene when choleraic symp- 


tomssetin. Euphorbia hypercifolia and better an infusion of eri- a 
geron canadense usually check these discharges. The latter 
remedy is one of great merit in this condition, and as thirst of a 
an extreme character is usually present, when it is required the a 
patient will drink it freely. Allow all to be taken that the | iy 
stomach will tolerate. It is harmless. | 

A very good general measure is the use of quinine inunction. a 


We cannot conceive that an application of lard and quinine to 


‘the skin can do harm, and it certainly exerts some supporting | _ 
influence. In malarial districts ‘especially it ought to be em- as 
ployed. | 

The severe pain which often attends may be much modified | ah 
by minute doses of colocynth, one, two or three drops of the | x 
tincture to four ounces of water, a teaspoonful every two or fe 
three hours. Some physicians think highly of dioscorea here. a 
Colocynth does better than any other agent we have ever em- le 
ployed. A long list of remedies might be named for cholera in- fe 
fantum; a few well used are to be preferred to a long list em- a 
ployed without method or for the purpose of following out whim- | a 
sical symptoms which often exist more in the brain of the pre- B 
scriber than in the condition of the patient, as it is often the case is 
with the disciples of homceopathy. | a 

Puerperal Peritonitis.— Puerperal peritonitis—-at least that 
of sporadic character—is the\result of traumatism of the utero- a 
placental attachment and sepsis arising therefrom. From this A 
nidus the inflammatory condition may spread along the Fallopian p 
tubes to the peritoneum to involve extensive portions of the Ss 
membrane. 

It is remarkable how much abuse may sometimes be heaped a 
upon the uterus with impunity and what intensely virulent and PY 
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fatal results in other cases slight disturbances of that organ will 
give rise to. Some peculiar undescribable condition of the sys- 


tem attends occasionally which but requires a spark to set an 


entire magazine ablaze. In the puerperal state it is notably lia- 
ble in this respect. 

A few days ago we were called to attend a primipara who was 
threatened wlth premature delivery, the seventh month having 
just ended. Her previous health, according to her own state- 
ment, had been exceptionably good, and the period of gestation 


had not been attended by discomfort. Four days before she 


had accidentally stepped into on open post-hole and, though she 


recovered her balance without falling, a severe pain in the side 


followed and vomiting soon set it. A physician was called who 
diagnosed it as threatened premature delivery and prescribed 
remedies to arrest the vomiting, but failed to accomplish any- 
thing the symptoms gradually increasing in severity. 

At this time the expression of the woman was remarkably one 
of prostration and anguish. The pulse was small and thready, 
the skin covered with a clammy sweat, the face flushed with hec- 
tic, the respiration rapid and labored, and continual pain was 


: experienced in the abdominal region, though there was no dis- 


charge nor dilatation. | 
Ordinary agents failed to arrest the vomiting, which continued 


until the evening of the following day, when the membranes rup- 


tured and we were called to attend her in confinement. During 
delivery the vomiting ceased but began again in a few hours and 
continued with excruciating pain in the epigastric and hypochon- 
driac regions until the morning of the second day after delivery, 
when all pain ceased and she collapsed and died suddenly. 
Upon post mortem examination the peritoneum and intestines, 
especially the upper portion of the small intestine, were found 
highly injected, and in this vicinity all opposing surfaces of the 
peritoneum were welded by recent adhesions easily separable. 
Extensive effusion had taken place into the peritoneal cavities. 
The duodenum in one place was almost disorganized. 
_ Authorities on puerperal peritonitis give us the period of labor 
as the time of the inception of this disease. This may answer as 


_a rule, but properly, the period of traumatism is the correct — 
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time. When stepping into the hole, or recovering therefrom, 
there was probably a separation of a portion of the placenta, or 
a laceration of some of the uterine vessels, which resulted in the 


chain of pathological development resulting in the patient’s. 


death. The period of labor in this case was only an incidental 


affair, so far as any connection with the cause of death was con- 
cerned. 


Symposium.—The literal definition of this word is, ac- 
_ cording to Noah Webster, ‘‘ A drinking together: a merry feast.” 
We are indebted to Prof. Scudder for recent prominent mention 
of the term, as he extended his hospitalities to the members of 
the National in a ‘‘spread” previously announced as a ‘‘sympo- 
sium.” The members from the back counties who did not con- 


sult their dictionaries before starting, probably anticipated a treat 


at the hands 4) Aisa professional French restaurateur—some- 
thing ‘‘way up.” 

In his report of the National Prof. Pitzer throws a very cold 
and wet blanket over the entire affair, by stating that the ‘‘sym- 
posium!” consisted of soda crackers, cheese, strawberries and ice 
cream, spread in rather neat and tasteful style upon long tables. 
After these followed beer, sherry and sour wine, ‘“‘which many 
of the members seemed to prefer to Cincinnati water.” 

‘The last clause may provoke a smile on the countenances of all 
the initiated, except the hardened Cincinnati sinner himself who 
would recognize no sarcasm in such an allusion to his aqueous 
supply, which by the way, is very pure, if allowed to stand four 
or five hours until a heavy layer of Tertiary deposit and Drift 1s 
precipitated. We do not know how it compares with the crys- 
tal water of the sparkling Missouri. 

Prof. Pitzer should not look too critically upon a Cincinnati 
symposium. For the place, we consider the hungry doctors were 
favored with a fair collation. If St. Louis or Oakland were in 
the symposium business, of course a greater variety might be ex- 
pected. 

If the National will come to San Francisco in June, any year, 
we can spread before its members, luscious juicy peaches, apri- 
cots, plums, apples, pears, cherries, strawberries, raspberries, 
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currants. We also have a genuine article of native’ beer,no riots, 
and the juice of the California grape, said, by competent judges 
to be unequaled the wide world over. : 

Should the National consider this proposition favorably, we 
think we may safely promise, that the State Eclectic Medical So- 
ciety of California will be represented. 


The Advantages of an Eastern Education.—We re- 
print a very good ‘‘take-off” on the choice advantages of 
an Eastern education from the Fort Wayne Journal of Medical 


Sciences. We believe it applies still further west: 


‘‘We find the following in the Journal of Education, pub lished 
at Boston: 


Teacher—It rained last nee and, in crossing the street this 
morning, on your way to school, you got your shoes muddy. 
The mud has dried, and you will find that it is made of fine par- 
ticles of dust—sand. In rising, just now, this was more or less 
disturbed, and being so light it has risen, and is now floating 
about in the air, and you are taking it right in by the mouthful, 
to your lungs, to feed your blood with. 

Pupil—How shall we do? 

Teacher—Learn, first, to keep your mouth closed. Breathe 
through your nose. 

Pupil—Why is not that just as bad? 

Teacher—Vhis has been provided for by the same thoughtful 
All-wise God, who gives us the air with which to purify our 
blood. At the roof of the nose He has provided a sieve-like 
bony plate that keeps out these atoms of dirt and seeds of dis- 
ease that are turned loose upon the air. 

We think it would be well for the teacher to study anatomy of 
the respiratory organs, and especially of the bones of: the head 
and face, before attempting to teach a class of pupils that this 
bone, ‘‘full of little holes, sift out the dust before it gets to the 
lungs.” True, the bone which we presume the teacher refers to, 
the Ethmoid, is full of holes for the transmission of filaments ot 
the olfactory nerve and also the nasal branch of the ophthalmic 
nerve, but has nothing to do with the sifting out of the dust, etc. 
No air passes through this bone; if it did it would go to the 
brain. 

The children in this State are taught Anstowy and Physiology 
in our public schools, and a majority of the pupils over ten years 
of age would have laughed at a teacher making such a statement 
to them, for the reason that they know better; they are taught 
Anatomy by competent teachers. 
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_ The cry is, ‘‘ Go East for your education, especially in medi- 
cine and surgery; but if we are to judge from what we see from 
the educational journal published at the Awd, we would prefer 
to have our sons and daughters educated in the West. We would 
refer the teacher to the careful study of Elementary Anatomy 
and Physiology before undertaking to teach it.” 

The disposition of California Eclectics to go East for a med- 
ical education is not, we opine, so much on account of su- 
perior advantages for instruction as on account of superior ad- 
vantages of getting through easily and rapidly. No Eclectic 
medical college in the United States has required as much of its 


students as ours, and no classes are more carefully and thor- 


oughly drilled. The great objection with some is, ‘‘It takes too 
long to get through.” 


Let: us say to these people who are ambitious for cheap honors 
that we do not intend to hide our candle under a barrel. With 
a reputable and thorough medical institution here at home, we 
shall not cease to be a thorn in the side of those who desert us 
for eastern schools ‘‘because they are older and better estab- 
-lished.”? That will do to tell the marines. The best reputation 

belongs to that which possesses the most merit. — 
If any man can fit himself better in the East in two short 
crowded courses of lectures than he can here with three six 


months courses, he is an anomaly and should be placed on ex- © 


hibition. 
It is folly to even assert It. 


Faradism in Disease.—Chronic constipation is the bane of 
the medical practitioner. Faradism offers a very effective means 
of treatment. In some cases treatment must be persevered in 
for some time. ee 

We must not expect to relieve the obstruction occasioned by 
a retroverted uterus with electricity, nor the narrowing which at- 
tends a stricture of the bowels. It is that class of cases—the 
large class—in which insufficient peristaltic action accounts for 
the abscence of normal action that will be benefited by it. 

In many cases we may combine drugs with this agent in this 
condition with advantage. Cascara sagrada, minute doses of col- 
ocynth, or bryonia, or boluses of solid ext jugluns cin. may 
assist; or minute doses of nux or other agents better suited to 
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the condition, caprice of the practitioner, or convenience of the 


patient. We have known long standing cases to improve rapidly — 


under the influence of faradism and the improvement was per- 
manent too. 

To apply the agent here we will use the negative over the en- 
tire abdominal region, moving it back and forth across the mus- 
cles, which will contract vigorously meanwhile, if the current is 
sufficiently strong, for five orten minutes. The positive may be 
held during this time between the shoulders and along down the 
spine opposite the stomach. The tongue-plate may then be 
used attached to the positive, while the patient sits upon the nega-- 


tive sponge. 


It will be well to follow this, and in fact all applications to 


the viscera with the general tonic treatment already described 


several times in these articles. | 
Appropriate diet is important. It should be seen to that a 


treatment of this kind is as well aided by regimen as by a treat- 


ment with drugs. 


How to Find a Location.—While young physicians are 
looking about for suitable locations, it might be well to think of 


the following plan, adopted by a young lawyer which we find de- 


tailed in an exchange. We do not recommend the plan under- 
stand, we simply suggest it: | 

‘Ingenuity can sometimes chain luck to its cartwheel in tri- 
umph. To-wit, I know a young attorney with two years ago lit 


his cigar with a diploma from the best law school in the country, 


and said he would give anybody $5 to tell him where to settle 
for practice. No one came along to assume that responsibility, 
and he resorted to blind luck. Tying his handkerchief over his’ 
eyes, he stood up before a map of the United Stales and declared 
he would go to the place where his pencil fell. With three or 


four spiral sweeps he made a jab at the map. What place do 


you suppose it was? I shan’t tell; but it was a new Minnesota 
town, and he cleared $1,800 last year, which is ay no means bad 
to do under his first shingle.”’ 


There is not so much in the location as some suppose. With-— 
out doubt there is something; but merit, energy, pluck, perse- 
verance and industry will win anywhere in time. The young 
physician must not expect to get rich the first year of his prac- 
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tice. If he barely keeps the wolf away from the door during 
this time he is not doing so badly. If he more than makes a liv- 
ing he may congratulate himself. 

The profession ts overcrowded, but we do not bélicve we are 
asserting too much in making the statement, that there will be 
room for all able Eclectics for years to come. To a young man 
who has a love for the healing art, we would say ‘‘Go forward, 
prepare yourself thoroughly, taking plenty of time, and there 
will be a field open for you when you are ready.” There is little 
room in the profession for those who seek simply a lucrative em- 
ployment. They who would make the practice an eminent suc- 
cess must love the calling for itself alone. All these other 
things will be added. 


To such the California Medical College extends a welcoming 
hand. 


An Open Letter.—Derar Doctor: Ifa pencil mark appears 
on the margin, opposite this, it is an indication that your subscrip- 
tion, for the present volume, is due. We are in need of funds 
at present, and you can favor us greatly by remitting soon. 

Respectfully yours, 
WEBSTER. 


NOTES AND COMMENTS. 


We issue the JOURNAL this month from the hands of a new 


printer, z. ¢., new tous. Heretofore, we have found it impossi- 
ble to have it out and in the hands of subscribers by the first of 


the month, as intended. Let us see what the future will bring 
forth. 


The address of the Secretary of the Eclectic State Board, is 
G. G. Gere, M. D., 120 Post St. San Francisco. 


A postal note for any sum less than five dollars, can now be 
sent for three cents. This will be the safest way to send sub- 
scriptions for the JOURNAL. 


We have received an elegant case of urinary test papers, from 
Parke Davis and Co., containing tests for all ordinary patholog- 


ical products. Besides, it contains a novel and convenient urin- 


ometer, and a neat little volume of directions for the use of the 


contents. The whole is inclosed in a neat morocco covered, 
satin lined case. 
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Subscribers who change their locations, should notify us at 
once, in order that the address may be changed in time to prevent 
ditsurbances mailing. We cannot supply back numbers, with- 
out extra charge unless notified immediately after the correspond- 
ing month. 


We instruct the proof reader to credit all reprints to the proper 
source, but occasionally an article appears which is not properly 


accounted for. When this occurs, it is the result of carelessness, 


and not from any intention to steal our neighbor’s goods. We 


Intend to ‘‘render unto Cesar, &c.” Bye and bye when Califor- 


nia eclectics wake up, look out for copious supplies from this 
quarter. Just now, they are having a nap. Thanksall the same 


to the faithful few who do not forget us. 


The /udependent Medical Investigator, has been married to the | 
Indiana Eclectic Medical Journal, and the Beach college has been 
merged into the Indiana College. We con- 


gratulate Indiana. 


The social element of American Association, (allo- 
pathic,) is thus commented on by Y. in the American Medical 


Journal. ‘‘The editor of the New York Medical Journal says: 


‘A resident of Washington writes us as follows: ‘‘The usual dis-_ 


graceful performances took place at the receptions. Mrs. L. 


generously opened her beautiful house, and provided as fine a 
table as Decemet could serve. She was rewarded by having 
men stalk into the dining-room, where they fought like wolves 
for places at the tables, overturning piles of plates, breaking her 
expensive ornaments, and soiling her rugs with pools of tobacco 
juice. 

‘*Now see how the editor puts it. Says he: ‘We all know that 
a small army of hangers-on, attend the meetings of the American 
Medical Association, and that most of these fellows manage to | 
get ‘cards admitting them to the receptions, where their boorish- 
ness tends to bring the association into discredit.” It is strange © 
that men of science should hold communion, eat and drink with 
such interlopers. Men of strict ethics ought not to be found in 
company with hoodlums. But now is it not a fact that the 
editor of the ew York Medical Journal is trying to apologize 
for the code boys? The facts may be that the members of the 
American Medical Ass’n. did it.” 


Carbonic acid gas, in liquid form, is coming more and more- 
into use on the continent of Europe for various technical pur- 
poses. Being concentrated to so small a bulk, its transportation 
is comparatively cheap, although the great pressure under which 
it is contained in the cylinders requires special precautions in 
working with it.—American Druggist. 
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Pipitzahoic acid is a ptoduct derived from the root of a 
- Mexican plant called Pipitzahuate belonging to the order of com- 
posite. The plant is used as a purgative by the natives. 


Hosford’s Acid Phosphate proves servicable in many cases of 
nervous dyspepsia, as well as in cases requiring something to 
build up the energies of the nervous system. It should not be 
used in too large doses as it may provoke disturbances of the uri- 
nary system. It is not an agent that can be recommendgd 


safely for domestic use, as it Is capable of Going harm when inju- 
diciously employed. 


The oxalate of cerium is now recommended for the cough of 
phthisis. It is said to be a successful palliative, and does not 
interfere with the functions of the digestive apparatus, as is the 
case many times with opiates. Thirty grains, given at bedtime 
quiets the cough until morning. ‘Ten grains repeated every few 
hours during the day, operate beneficially during that time. It 


is sometimes combined with chloral hydrate or chloroform advan- 
tageously. 


A novel use for pepsin is, to dissolve blood clots in the bladder, 
when other modes of reducing them are impracticable. 


' Dr. De Lacaile, of Rio de Janeiro, professes to have cured 


thirty-eight consecutive cases of yellow fever by the use of Dec- 
at’s preparations of phenic and sulpho-phenic acids, and in 


grave cases the phenate of ammonium. In the early stages he 
gives the remedies by mouth, but in the advanced stages the 
hypodermic method is necessary. He contrasts very favorably 


his recent experience with his former sad failures without these 
drugs. 


The Court of Appeals of the State of New York has decitied 
that the United States Medical College, of New York City, and 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons, of Buffalo, N. Y., 
were not legally established. The latter institution was really 
eclectic, its faculty having been composed of both allopaths and 
homeopaths, for we hold that all educated medical men of that 
much liberality, are eclectics, and the former was the school of 
which Prof. Gunn was Dean. These ‘institutions are therefore 
non est comeatibus. Probably, in the sweet bye and bye, enter- 
prising and aspiring faculties will revive them more substantially. 
If malice and jealousy inspired the movement to crush them our 
sympathies are all with the oppressed. To students who con- 
templated attendance there, we extend our best wishes, and the 
hospitalities of the California Medical College. 


- 


é 
u* 
u 
ad 
me 
iy 
7 
We 
» ? 
4 
yo 
| 
| 
“4 
\4 
Ay 
by 
> 
” 
we 


— 
“ae 


é 


— THE CALIFORNIA MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


In a communication to the Clinical Society of Paris, Dr. Chauf- 
fard indicates as sure signs of true convalesence in enteric fever, 
the occurrence of multiple abscesses and of a critical diuresis. 
The abscesses have a rapid and insidious development, and 
when once opened they cease to secrete, their walls uniting in a 
day or two. The diuresis ts sucden, and the quantity of urine 
passed is very large. Dr. Chauffard’s observations extend over 
the past two years, and in no case has he seen a_ relapse where 
these signs present themselves. 


A German physcian has been successful in relieving enlargement 
of the prostate, by the use of galvano-puncture. An insulated 


needle exposed only at the point, was attached to the negative, 


and pushed into the diseased gland, while the positive was_ 
applied to the chest or abdomen. The diminution of the 


enlargement followed with sit inet rapidity; in one case, after 
the third application. 


The Illinois State Board of Health refuses to issue Yeenees to 


graduates whose diplomas have been granted for attendance 


upon two courses of lectures within the same year. A very wise 


provision against the too common practice of eaten and rush- 


ing students through. 


Eprror Cauirornia MEDICAL JoURNAL :—P. Birnie Wilson 
wishes the following ‘corrections made: He was born in 
March, not in’ February. He took his A. M. at 


Kings College, Old Aberdeen; studied medicine four years at 
the. University of Aberdeen, and then attended a six months 


course of medicine at the Glasgow Royal Infirmary, and during 


that time:was appointed out-door assistant physician to the Ma- 
Hospital, Glasgow, for six months. M. Y. 


A physician in London, claims successful results with ergot in 


: wtigoelie cough. He gives from five*to fifteen drops of the fluid 
extract, according to the age of the child, three times daily. 


It is becoming somewhat fashionable for certain physicians, 
usually ardent stickiers for the Code of Ethics, to deliver a course 
of free medical lectures before the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 


- Clation or some church organization. These ‘‘Health Talks, for 


Young Men Only” are extensively advertised in the daily papers, 
and by circulars freely distributed:a@ /a mode traveling charlatans. 
This method of free advertising 1s becoming almost as cmmoon 
as the old one of notice in the paper every time a physician is 


absent from the city more man an hour or two.—Leonara's Ml. 
Med. Monthly ( Regular). 
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The medical world is now being agitated by rumors of yellow 
fever and cholera. We have little fear of of these epidemics here. 


If every Eclectic in California will interest himself in striving 
to send us an intelligent young man to enter our class in Novem- 
ber next, he will not only aid our school on this coast but aid 
himself in the long run. By-and-by the old Eclectics will desire 
to quit practice and some able man to follow in the footsteps of 
each will be a desideratum. What we need here is representa- 


tion; with this we can have professional standing and influence 
with the best of them. Think of this. 


The latest agent introduced for the relief of neuralgia is a one- 


per-cent. solution of hyperosmic acid, administered by subcutan- 
-eous injection. It has been employed in Billroth’s clinic in a 
few cases. One of the patients had been a martyr to sciatica 
for years, and had tried innumerable remedies, including the ap- 
plication of electricity no fewer than two hundred times, while 
for a whole year he had adopted vegetarianism. Billroth inject- 
ed the above remedy between the tuber ischii and trochanter, 
and within a day or two the pain was greatly relieved, and event- 
ually it quite disappeared. It would be rash to conclude too 
much from these results, in the face of the intractability of neu- 
ralgia to medication, but if it really prove to be as efficacious as 


considered, hyperosmic acid will be a therapeutic agent of no 
mean value.—Medical Record. 


BOOK NOTICES. 


HOOPER’S PHYSICIANS’ VADE MEcuM. A manual of the principles and 


practice of physic with an outline of general Pathology, Therapeutics 
and Hygiene. Tenth edition, revised by William Augustus Guy, M. B., 
Cantab, F. R. S., and John Hailey, M. D., London, F.L.S. Vol. 11. 
Wood & Co., 56 and 58 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Attention was called to the first volume of this work in the 


July number of the JouRNAL. This volume is devoted to the — 


consideration of diseases and their treatment, while volume first 
is partly consumed in the consideration of general principles. 


DRUGS AND MEDICINES OF NorTH AMERICA, by J. U. & C. G. Lloyd, 
180 Elm street, Cincinnati, Ohio. | 


The second number of this quarterly has arrived and contains 
some valuable material. 
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| Selectidns. 


CLINICAL CASE. 
BY WM. F. HUTCHINSON, M. D. ee 
CasE.—Mr. J. B. K., et. 36; native of Rhode Island; book- 


keeper and manager; family history one-half consumptive. Dur- | 
ing our late war, Mr. K. received a blow upon the top of the 


head from the handle of a pitchfork, which knocked him senseless 
for an hour. Some months after the injury, was prostrated by the 
sun and carried to the regimental hospital for a day. Nothing fol- 
lowed these incidents however, and he returned home after the war 
to assume a bank position. Five years ago, began to experience 
general uneasiness whenever in‘aroom full of people, and was 


- obliged gradually to give up society. Attacks of vertigo became 


more frequent, and it finally became necessary to avoid crowds 
entirely. Next came topophobia to the extent of quite prevent- 
ing his crossing Exchange Place, one of our open squares. This 
was accompanied by explosive nervous discharges, sounding as if 


a pistol had been fired inside the skull, and constant dreams of a 


voluptuous tendency. Temperature 101.5 mouth; pulse 76, thin 

and jerky. General functions normal and patient presents the — 
appearance of robust health, weighing 165 pounds, ruddy and 
strong. Treatment was commenced Sept. 1st, 1880, as above 
described, and was continued for four weeks with the happiest 
effect. No trace of difficulty remained, and he returned to busi- 
ness. In six months afterwards, Mr. K. reported again at the 
office with the same train of symptoms, which a similar course 
again relieved, and he has usually found it necessary to repeat 


the treatment at least once a year—never more than twice, to 


keep him right. I believe that if it were possible for him to have 
a year’s complete rest, there would be no further trouble. 
Gastric neurasthenia is much more common than cerebral, as 
dyspeptics and overfeeders are more common than brain-work- 
ers. When the digestive tract is so far enfeebled by abuse or 
disease as to be quite unable to respond to the stimulus of food 
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injestion with flow of solvent acid juices, and only worries 
through its task with infinite labor, nerve exhaustion ensues in 
common with loss of general tone. These cases are very fre- 
quent. Besides the usual symptoms of dyspepsia, head pain, 
foul tongue, etc., there is present a group of nerve changes, 
functional in character, which are distressing in the extreme. 
The heart’s action is interrupted and feeble with simulating mur- 
murs, extremities are cold, face pinched and anxious, with fre- 
quent vertigo. Words are dropped out of sentences spoken or 
written, memory becomes treacherous and the most even tem- 
per grows impatient and irritable. With increasing emaciation, 


functional paralytic symptoms come on. ‘There may be patches 


of local numbness, fornication or dragging of one leg. I have 
now one patient who has spasmodic movements of both little 
fingers about ten minutes after eating. In some of these cases 
which have resisted for a long time every form of medication, 
every diet formulary, electricity comes promptly to the front and 
acts well. Galvanism and faradism should ve well combined. 
Central galvanism, employing the full treatment, should be ap- 
plied for twenty minutes in the forenoon, using ten to twelve 


cells of Flemming’s low tension battery, and general faradisation 


as late in the evening as may be convenient, with a very fine cur- 
rent just strong enough to be distinctly felt. Always have the 


patient recumbent and undressed, with the flat sponge pad un- 


der the sacrum. From that, as a negative pole, use a large, soft 
sponge positive, kept moistened with hot water, and go over the 
entire trunk with long, slow sweeps. Guard against having the 
sponge too wet, or there will be danger of cold. In ten min- 
utes, nervous excitement will calm down, and in twenty more 
the patient will generally be asleep. Of course, electricity in 
such cases does not in any way interfere with a rigid dietary regi- 


men which must always be enforced.—WMew England Medical 
Monthly. 


REPORT ON LITHIATED HYDRANGEA IN RENAL 
DISEASES. 


A brief report of the following cases treated with the new pre- 
paration, lithiated hydrangea, may direct attention to what seems 
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to me to be a very happy combination of drugs. It appears to 


-meet the claim of a kidney alterative rather than a diuretic, ac- 


complishing the purposes of the latter without painful stimula- 
tion. 


Case 1.—Mrs. W., aged 35, afflicted with chronic rheumatism 
for seven years, complicated with chronic nephritis, urine scanty, 
highly colored, frequent desire to micturate, excessive pain in 
the back (lumbar region), unable part of the time to stand erect, 
a thick white sediment in the urine when first discharged, which 


turns to a dark red on standing a short time. 


I prescribed Lambert’s lithiated hydrangea in drachm doses, 


four times daily, for three days, then increased the dose to two 


drachms four times daily, when the urine became copious, (in-. 


deed to excessive quantities,) and very thick and red. This 


continued two days, when the pain in the back and kidneys 
ceased, and in twelve hours the urine was perfectly normal, both 


in quantity and quality, and has so continued for two months 


(the time of this report, ) whilst the rheumatism has almost dis- 
appeared. 


Case 2.—Mrs. R., aged 17, convalescent from scarlatina, was 
attacked with severe pain in the back, extending downwards 
and forwards to the lower part of the abdomen, with almost 
complete suppression of urine, which when voided was accom- 
panied with much burning pain. I gave the lithiated hydrangea 


in drachm doses every three hours, and when I visited her the 


following day found her quite well. 


Case 3.—Chronic inflammation of the kidneys of three years’ 
standing. Has been treated by a number of physicians of good 
standing; also by myself, and the catalogue of remedies had al- 
most become exhausted, in the meantime the patient becoming 
nearly helpless with her back, scanty flow of urine, with heavy 
brick dust deposit and quantities of albumen; the flow at this 
time would be accompanied by a burning sensation, at times al- 
most intolerable. No remedy seemed to give prolonged benefit, 


and very little, if any, temporary relief. 


On the 16th of March I began giving ‘the lithiated hydrangea 
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in drachm doses four times daily, and after the third day in- 
creased the dose to two drachms; the medicine was borne with- 
out any stomach derangement whatever. Three weeks. subse- 
quently the patient was able to resume all her duties, and is now 
engaged in light garden work, quite well, and says she has had 
no pain in her back for over two weeks, and claims never to 
have been in better health. | 

I think we have an invaluable remedy in lithiated hydrangea 


for all renal complaints, and I shall feel encouraged to give it © 
precedence in such cases hereafter.—H. C. Lindsay, M. D., in 


St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journat. 


IS MORPHINE DANGEROUS IN CARDIAC DISEASE ? 


From time to time we are shocked to hear of the sudden death 
of a person, soon or immediately after the hypodermic use of 
morphine, given probably for the relief of severe pain. Subse- 
quent autopsical examinations have then repeatedly shown the 
existence of grave organic lesions of some important organ or 
system, which was either overlooked by the physician in charge, 
or having been clearly recognized, was not held to contra-indi- 
cate the hypodermic use of morphine. Accidents of this kind 
would seem to be particularly frequent where renal disease is 
present. In chronic heart disease a disastrous result appears to 
be likewise a quite possible consequence of employing SO potent 
and rapidly acting a drug. 

In a recent number of the Centralblatt ‘Sax Nervenhetlkunde, 
Dr. Runeberg reports a case in which a calamity of this kind oc- 
curred. The patient wasa strong man, forty years of age, to 

whom, during an attack of angina pectoris, an injection of one- 
fifth grain of morphia was given. About two minutes later the 
man gave a sudden start, opened his eyes, and died. The au- 
topsy revealed extensive sclerosis of the coronary arteries, with 
softening of a portion of the cardiac muscle. Although such a 
condition rendered the patient liable to sudden death at any 
moment, yet Dr. Runeberg wisely suggests that the lethal issue 
was at least hastened by the morphine administered. Dr. Israe] 
has recorded a somewhat similar experience, where death fol- 
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lowed the injection of only one-eighth of a grain. In this case 
the patient suffered from cardiac insufficiency, associated with 
renal disease. These and numerous other instances of the same 
kind, recorded and unrecorded, are so striking as to render the 
theory of a coincidence, to say the least, improbable. And it 
therefore behooves us to exercise the utmost caution in the ad- 
ministration of morphine to patients suffering from grave cardiac 
lesions. 
And this particularly as morphine, in proper cases of heart 
disease, is an altogether invaluable remedy, that may be just as 
potent for good as it seems to be capable of effecting evil. The 
subject is well worthy further careful study, in order that we 
may learn with more accuracy just what constitutes the contra- 
indications for its employment.— Zhe Medical Record. 


RESORCIN IN OBSTETRICAL AND GYNECOLOGICAL 
PRACTICE. 


Justus Andeer states that since he has been making observa- 


tions with resorcin he has always maintained its antiputrid action 


in a most emphatic manner. Resorcin is a pure antiseptic 
remedy, especially useful in all septic diseases. So soon as an 
aseptic condition was obtained, the accompanying fever disap- 


peared. The result seems to show conclusively, though in an 


indirect manner, that it acts as an antiseptic, by bringing about 
an aseptic condition, and by preventing a continued resorption 
of the septic material. It does not cause the fever to leave at 
once, like quinine or kairine, but only after it has exerted its in- 


fluence as a disinfectant. Resorcin cannot, therefore, really be 


termed an antipyretic, in the proper sense of the term. The 
weighty emphasis placed by Camille, Furst and Brieger on resor- 
cinum antipyreticum, I had accepted with a great deal of reserve, 
and at this writing, even these observers no longer regard it as 
an antipyretic. In many cases in gynzcology, as well as in dis- 
eases of the mouth, throat and stomach the good results ascribed 
to the effects of resorcin were possibly largely due to the extreme 
cleanliness and care that was practiced. 
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Resorcin in powder form solidly packed around the womb and 
in the vagina, after accouchement, prevented an antiseptic mate- 
rial from entering the system, since it was absorbed by the pow- 
der, which thus kept the parts perfectly clean and dry. 


Resorcin is not only a valuable remedy in obstetrics, but also’ 


in gynecological practice, and the relief of catarrh, granulous, 
fungous, zymotic, suppurative, septic and vascular processes. As 
a disinfectant it is indicated in tuberculous and carcinomatous 
processes. Remarkably good results are sometimes obtained 
from it in epithelial hyperplasias, rhagades, fissures, ery- 
sipelas and eczema. Resorcin has no effect on the edge of 

instruments, and it can be employed during any operation. To 
illustrate the applicability of resorcin in diseases of the genital 
tract, and its efficiency, I will give a short history of same of my 
eases: 

M. A., zt. 26, well nourished, aborted. two months previous, 
since which time she has suffered severely from pain and hem- 
orthages. Ergot only had the effect of giving temporary benefit 
as regarded the flow of blood. Bi-manual manipulation clearly 
demonstrated that the womb was enlarged. Micturition and 


evacuation of the bowels caused considerable pain. The inter- 


nal os was dilated by means of a laminaria tent saturated with 
-resorcin, for the purpose of making an injection of a 5 per cent. 
solution of resorcin and water. The inner surface of the uterus 
was scraped with a spoon and the raw surfaces treated with re- 
sorcin crystals, with the result of permanent relief to the patient. 


Miss C. F., et. 25, suffered for some time from membraneous | 


dysmenorrhcea. She made application at the Zurich hospital 
after having been treated by everybody and everything for tive 
years. Examination revealed anteflexion of thew us, and a 
slight enlargement. There was considerable hyper sthesia of 
the mucous membrane. The inner mouth of the womb was im- 
permeable to the sound. After practicing dilatation for a num- 
ber of weeks, and by means of tents, the sound could be passed 


to the fundus, which was regularly treated by caustics, and 


scraped with the sharp spoon, but with little good. It was now 
resolved to make an injection of a 5 per cent. solution of resorcin 
in glycerine, just before the appearance of the menses. On the 
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following day another injection of aio per cent. ‘injection v was 
made. This caused a shedding of complete coats of the interior 
mucous membrane. The remedy was later. applied in crystal 
form, and two years later I happened to see the patient again, 
and found that the attacks had ceased entirely. 

I must call attention to another class of cases in which resorcin 
acts pleasantly and. is very effective. A patient zt. 30, whom I 
had treated for gonorrhoea while he was a student, the disease 
occurring in all its complications and in all its forms. After the 
absence of a number of years he made his appearance again, suf- 
fering from a chronic inflammation of the bladder and urethra. 
The pus which escaped was creamy and copious. | Since the pa- 
tient had been somewhat accustomed to resorcin treatment, I 


gradually increased the strength of the injections, but. did not 


observe any reactions from the remedy. I finally concluded to 
try the influence of a concentrated solution, and employed 15.0 


_ grammes of pure resorcin in one-half liter of water at one sitting. 
He assured me that the treatment caused no other feeling save 
one of constriction in the region of the rectum.. ‘The symptoms 


usually complained of when administered internally, vomiting, 
dizziness, etc., were absent i in this case, possibly since he was 
accustomed to the use of. the drug. | It is quite an important 
point in the treatment of these cases, to use, only a chemically 
pure article; otherwise one may cause a great deal of irritation. 
In very sensitive patients, the employment of even a 2 per cent. 


solution causes a reaction, unless counteracted and neutralized 


by the septic material with which it comes in contact.— Thera- 
peutic Gazette. 


BROMIDE OF ARSENIC IN DIABETES. 


o writer in the Boston Medical and Surgical yf ace) gives an 
interesting translation of a case of diabetes treated by. Professor 
Korany, of Budapest, by the bromide of arsenic. ( Wiener Med. 
Zeitung, January 16, 1883). The. patient was a man, aged. 22, 
who was completely prostrated by. the disease, and who came to 
his clinic February 15, 1882. Under the arsenic. treatment, he 
was discharged on May g, 1882, so benefited. that he was imme-— 
diately enrolled for military duty. : ss he: amount. of sugar in his 
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— 


‘urine at the start was from 170 to 411 grammes per diem, but 
this was eventually entirely suspended, even after the drug was 
withheld and‘a mixed amylaceous diet was resumed. For some 
days previous to the administration of bromide of arsenic, he was 
put on a diabetic diet alone, and on the eleventh day (21st of 
‘March,) there was scarcely a trace of sugar to be found. The 
dose used was from three to six drops a day. 

The translator has under the same treatment a patient who 
presented much fre same symptoms, in whose urine there is 7 
per cent. of sugar, but is unabte as yet to give any Prononnced 
opinion. 

The drug is compounded of bromine and arsenic, the nature 
of which is not yet distinctly determined, but it certainly i is de- 
serving of more extended trial in diabetes. It is usually em- 
ployed in form of ‘‘Clemens’ Solution of Bromide of Arsenic,” 


the formula of which was given in New Rem. ,1883, 372.—Amert- 


can Druggist. 


ELECTROLYSIS IN STRICTURE OF THE URETHRA. 


Electrolysis is the remedy for stricture. A few weeks ago a 
gentleman from Illinois wrote me regarding a stricture from which 


he had been suffering for many years. It had not given him any 


great inconvenience till within the last three years. During this 
period he had not been able to urinate, except by drops, which 
was very tedious, and required quite an effort, and was always 
followed by an offensive discharge—urine, mixed with mucus 
and seminal fluid. He had consulted different surgeons, who 
had examined the case thoroughly, but none of them had ever 
succeeded in entering the bladder with any kind of an instrument. 
He had been advised to submit to having the stricture cut, which 


he refused to have done, as he knew this operation was very pain-— 


ful and attended by great danger. I undertook to pass sounds, 
but ‘could not pass anything nearer than to a point about three 
inches from the neck of the bladder. There was but little ten- 
derness, but the stricture was very hard. 


The Operation. Upon the end of an insulated metal bougie 


I fixed an egg-shaped metal point, in size corresponding toa No. 
Io sound, English scale. I oiled this bougie and introduced it 
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into the uretha down to the stricture. I here held it firmly while 
I attached a conducting cord to its handle, the other extremity 
of which I had previously connected to the negative of a galvanic 
battery. I next placed a sponge electrode in the patient's right 
hand, and attached the other end of _ the conducting cord to the 
Positive pole of the galvanic battery. Now the insulated sound 
is in place, the exposed metal point upon the stricture, in the 
urethra, connected with the negative pole of a galvanic battery, 
and the patient holding a sponge electrode in his right hand, 

which is attached to the positive pole. I carefully conduct the 
insulated sound, while an assistant commences to move the com- 

mutator of the battery, connecting one cell at a time, till eleven 
cells are taken into the circuit. This_ produced a slight burning 
sensation—not | painful. I carefully conducted the insulated 
sound, did not use hard pressure; but could very sensibly feel 
that it was moving slowly toward the bladder. In just five min- 
utes from the time I commenced, the stricture was relaxed and 
the instrument passed into the bladder. I carefully withdrew 
the sound, asked the patient to rise and make an effort to urin- 
ate. To his great surprise he passed a full stream of water, with- 


out pain or distress of any kind. I now handed him a gum 


bougie No. 10, which he passed into the bladder readily without 


assistance. I put him upon gelsemium, and asked him to call 


and see me in about amonth. He kept the urethra open once 
a day for a week with the gum bougie, and never had any more 


trouble. When he called to see me again he was well, with the 
exception of an occasional appearance. of the offensive discharge 


before mentioned. I am sure that as. the roughness occasioned 
by breaking down of the stricture disappears by absorption this 
will entirely | cease. Organic stricture cured in five minutes. 
About ten days ago our Prof. Rutledge brought a gentleman 
to my office who had suffered from. organic stricture for several 


months. No instrument could be passed into the bladder. It 


was very difficult for him to urinate, and the process was so slow 
that it gave him great annoyance. I examined him carefully, 
and found a very hard stricture in the region of the prostate. I 
had one of MclIntosh’s eighteen cell galvanic batteries on my 


table, one of the most convenient and suitable machines for this 
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operation I have ever used, and I proceeded exactly as in the 
first case reported, using the same insulated sound and exposed 
metal tip. As I connected seven, eight, and finally eleven cells 
of the battery the instrument began to move forward slowly, but 
the stricture was very hard, and it required time to relax it. As 
relaxation was produced, a hemorrhage—not severe—appeared, 


and we could not continue the operation to completion at this | 


time, so we withdrew the bougie, put the patient on gelsemium, 
and ordered him to return in ten days. One the 23d of June he 


came back to have the operation completed. He had not suf- 


fered any inconvenience from the former operation, but could 


not urinate any better than before. I tried to introduce sounds 


without the battery, but failed. I again commenced the elec- 


trolysis, using the same insulated bougie and metal tip, with the 


McIntosh battery. I connected eleven cells. He complained 
that this burned a little and I reduced it to eight cells. Here I 
held him, carefully manipulating the bougie. I could feel that 
the instrument was moving toward the bladder, and in about 
six minutes the stricture was passed, and the instrument en- 


tered the bladder. I carefully moved \the instrument back and 


forth a few times so that the exposed metal tip might thoroughly 


soften the stricture, and then withdrew the bougie. I asked him | 


to get up and urinate. He said he would urinate if he could. 
To his surprise and great delight he passed a good stream, freely 
and without pain, such as he had not done for many months be- 
fore. I ordered that he should have gelsemium for a few days, 
and am quite sure he is virtually cured. 

This practice we can recommend to anybody who has skill and 
judgment enough to manage the instruments. And no better 
battery can be found for the purpose than McIntosh’s improved 
eighteen cell galvanic battery.— American Medical Journal. 


INFANTILE LEUCORRHEA. 


The little girl, nine years old, whom I first bring before you, 
_ is suffering from a very profuse leucorrhcea, which her mother in- 
forms me, she has been unable to cure by any of the remedies 
which she has employed, and which has now lasted for two 
months. I, of course, made a vaginal examination, and, on 
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separating the labia, I found that the whole vulva was about the 
color.of red flannel, and bathed with a copious leucorrhceal dis- 
charge. ‘The meatus urinarius was also seen to be in the same 


condition and urethritis has, no doubt, been set up by the 


spreading of the irritation. If it had been necessary, I could 
have introduced a small glass speculum into the vagina; but this 
was not required to make a diagnosis, as I saw exactly what was 
the matter without resorting to this. 

Not infrequently mothers will bring their little girls to you in 
this condition, and they will sometimes be in a state of great agi- 


_ tation, because they are afraid that the trouble is the result of in- 


jury done the children. There is ordinarily no reason whatever 
to suspect anything of the kind, and you can at once quiet the - 


anxious mother’s mind. The affection is a perfectly simple one, 
and is perfectly curable also. What is it, then? It is 


generally known as infantile leucorrheea ; but infantile vaginitis 
would be a better term for it. 

Now as to its causes. One of the most frequent of these is 
neglect of hygienic precautions. There is generally no inten- 
tional neglect on the part of the mother or nurse, but on account 
of the undeveloped condition of the part, an accummulation of 
hardened secretions sometimes collects in the same way as that , 
which not infrequently gives rise to balanitis in the male child. 
Another common cause is the depreciated condition of the 
child’s system, such as that due to spanzemia, in which all mu- 
cous membranes are apt to become more of less affected. Thus 
there is often gastric and intestinal, as well as nasal catarrh. A 
third cause that may be mentioned, is, reflex influence of the 
rectum. The cause of the irritation in the rectum is usually as- 
carides, and an inflex of the blood to the parts is caused by the 
itching and irritation. 

In some instances, the ascarides, by getting into the vagina it- 
self, are the direct cause of the trouble. The prognosis of this 
affection is, that it can be cured at once if properly treated. 

In the treatment, the first thing to do is to see if any worms 
are present, and if so (or is there any reason to suspect that such 
is the case), use an injection of warm salt water, as this form of 
ascaris (the ascaris vermicularis) as well as others, is unfavora- 
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bly affected by salt. The next thing to do is to get the child’s 
general system in the best condition possible by appropriate food, 
iron, vegetable tonics, and hypophosphites. It is better to de- 
pend on nourishing diet, however, than on medicinal agents. If, 

after the worms have been gotten rid of, the vaginal irritation 
and discharge should continue, or if no worms should be pres- 


ent, local treatment will be required. The vagina should be f 
thoroughly washed out by means of a syringe provided with a a 

small nozzle, which ought to be well oiled before being intro- yy 
duced. In order that the canal may be perfectley cleansed, the aa 
child should be placed upon the back. . In some cases the mere aM 
removal of the accummulated secretion, which is a constant vy 
source of irritation, is all that is necessary; but if the trouble has: a 


gone on for some time, this may not be sufficient. Something’ 
further is then needed, and one of the best applications to use is 
the old-fashioned black wash (calomel and limewater) in the 
strength of one ounce toa pint of water. Before using this 
(which should be done twice a day) an injection of simple warm 


orn 


water should be made. I have-never yet seen a case of infan- 
tile leucorrhcea that could not be cured by such treatment as 
this; so there is no necessity.of resorting to astringents and ni- 
trate of silver, which may, perhaps, do harm. If it is adopted 
here, I have no Gomme that i in less than two weeks this child will 
be entirely well. | 
But there is one » mistake ila is apt to be made by the ak 
cian in these cases, on account of which a much longer time may 
be required for a.case than is at all necessary, and that is, the 
failure on his part to show the mother or nurse how to introduce 
the nozzle of the syringe properly.’ Mothers, unless they are: 
especially instructed in regard to this point, never carry the noz- 
zle more than an eighth of an inch up into the vagina, and as it 
is above this that degeneration’ pus is found, ‘there will be no im- 
provement, simply because the injections | fail to reach the real 
source of. trouble. It is not enough even.to show the mother 
how to use the syringe, but you should also watch her do it, and 
see that-the ‘upper.part of the vagina is reached. Ina child of 
this age, the rectal tube of a Davidson syringe should. be em- 
ployed.— Clinical Lecture of T. G.:Thomas, M.D. 
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ON GLYCERINE IN FLATULENCE, ACIDITY AND 
PYROSIS. 


THE valuable uses to which glycerine may be guia are 
not all borne in mind. The following, from an old number 
of the London Lancet, by Drs. Ringer and Murrell, is wor- 
thy of reprint, as containing valuable therapeutic hints. 


An old gentleman, who for many years suffered from dis- 
tressing assidity, read in a daily paper that glycerine added 
to milk prevents it from turning sour, and he reasoned 
thus: “If glycerine prevents milk turning sour, why should 
it not prevent me turning sour?” and he ‘resolved to try the 


efficacy of glycerine for his acidity. The success of his 
experiment was complete; and whenever tormented by his 
old malady, he cures himself by a recourse to glycerine 


Indeed, he can now take articles of food from which he was 
previously compelled to abstain—provided. always, that 
he takes a drashm of glycerine immediately before, with, to 
directly after his food. He recommended this treatment or 
many of his friends—sufferers like himself—and one of 
these mentioned the above circumstance to us. 


We have since largely employed glycerine, and find it not 


only very useful in acidity, but also in flatulence and pyro- 


sis, and that it sometimes relieves pain. We meet with 
cases where flatulence, or acidity, or pyrosis, is the only 
symptom; but more frequently, these symptoms are com- 
bined. Some patients rift up huge quantities of wind 
without any other symptoms than depression of spirits; in 
others, we get flatulence and acidity, one or other predomi- 
nating; and we meet with others who suffer from acidity, 
flatulence, and also pyrosis. In all these various forms we 
find glycerine useful, and in the great majority of cases 
very useful. We do not mean to say that in all cases it is 
superior to other remedies for these complaints; indeed, in 
several instances it has only partially succeeded, where 


other remedies at once cured. On the other hand, in some 


cases, glycerine speedily and completely succeeded, where 
the commonly used remedies for acidity and flatulence com- 
pletely failed. We do not pretend to estimate its relative 
value to other remedies; we are only anxious to draw atten- 
tion to its virtues. 

Gas 1s In some instances formed i in the stomach ; in others 
in the large intestine; in some patients, in both. Our obser- 
vations were made on stomach flatulence; and as glycerine 
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is SO readily absorbed, we ih hardly expect that it would 
influence the formation of wind in the colon, except given 
in large doses, and when it acts as a slight laxative, and so 
expels the putrefying mass which forms the wind. 
In some cases, it removes pain and vomiting—probably, 
like charcoal, by preventing the formation of acrid acids, 
which irritate delicate and irritable stomachs. 
We suggest that it acts by retarding or preventing some 
forms of fermentation and of putrefaction. J. Mekulics 
shows that glycerine prevents. putrefaction of nitrogenous 
substances, as of blood diluted with water, which speedily 
decomposes at the ordinary temperature of the air, Two 
per cent. of glycerine retarded decomposition for twenty- 


four hours; ten per cent. for five days. If the fluid were © 


placed in the hatching oven, then 2 per cent. retarded decom- 
position for several hours, 10 per cent. for 48 hours, and 20 
per cent. altogether prevented putrefaction. He also proves 


that glycerine destroys bacteria, and prevents the formation 


of septic poison, though it will dissolve and preserve the 
septic poison itself. 


Dr. E. Murk finds that 2 to 3 per cent. will delay lactic 


fermentation in milk from 18 to 24 hours. 
Burnham Wilmot, 1860, says glycerine preserves meat, 


so that after nevensl nionthe’ immersion the meat is sweet 


and can be eaten; and Demarquay proves that both animal 


and vegetable substances may be kept for six weeks to two 


months by glycerine. 

Glycerine, however, does not prevent the digestive action 
of pepsin and hydrochloric acid. Hence, whilst it prevents 
the formation of wind and acidity, probably. by checking 
fermentation, it in no way hinders digestion. . We adminis- 


ter a dessin to two drachms either before, with, or imme- 


diately after food. It may be given in water, coffee, tea, or 
lemon a soda-water. In tea and coffee, it may replace 
sugar—a substance which greatly favors flatulence, as, 
indeed, does tea in many cases. In some instances, a cure 
does not occur till the lapse of ten days or a . fortnight, 


CURATIVE EFFECTS OF CHLORAL OF HYDRATL IN 
ALBUMINARIA. 


G. IVISON ROSS, M. D. 


I saw an article in the January, 1883, number of the 
Medical Gazette, New York, with the above caption by 
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Thomas Wilson, M. R.C. S., England, reciting two very 
| interesting cases. The first one a delicate woman who did 
4 not seem to regain her strength after her last confinement. 
| Dropsy set in; both legs very cedematous; breathing very 
i] short and difficult. The lips cyanosed, and pulse extremely 
; weak; urine albuminous, etc. He noticed that after taking 
+ chloral her urine was lighter colored and less albuminous. 
4 A continuation of the chloral treatment resulted in the com- 
plete disappearance of albumen and ultimate recovery of 
| patient. He says: “No one,I think, has yet drawn the 
i” | attention of the profession to the almost marvelous effect of 
4 chloral in causing albumen to disappear from the urine.” 
He offers as an-excuse for bringing the matter before the | 
| profession “facts so strong, and treatment so striking.”’ 
a __ I, for one, was very much gratified in reading the article 
ay from such an eminent pen, for it explained to me @ case in 
de my own practice which had been up to that time a mystery 
to me. The case was as follows: In April, 1881, I was 
called to see a robust and heretofore apparently healthy 
Irishman, who presented every symptom of acute Bright’s 
Disease, including general anasarca, etc. I found the urine 
: scanty, and very albuminous. I treated the case by hot. 
fomentations, diaphoretics, digitalis, cream of tartar, etc., 
i ete. according to the best authorities on the subject. Not- 
i withstanding all treatment, medicine seemed to be of no 
nS avail, and the case went from bad to worse, until one even- 
a ing I called and found him in convulsions. His friends 
i} told me that he had been so all day. He knew nobody, and 
i could not swallow; in fact, he would be in a comatose state 
between the convulsions. The priest had been called, the 
| “extreme unction’”’ had been performed, and the patient given 
it up to die. Counsel was called, and decided the case could 
fe not last five hours longer. Counsel left, but I stayed, for I 
ney had made up my mind that I would help my patient to die 
hy easy; sol injected per bowel 30 grs. hyd. chloral, and left. — 
be In the morning I called, expecting to find a dead patient. 
i Imagine my surprise upon entering the room to see my 
an patient open his eyes and say, “Good morning, doctor!” 
he risen up and struck me with a club, I should not 
have been more surprised. His friends told me that he had 
rested well all night, and had voided his urine freely that 
Mg morning. I then, acting according to “‘ Kid’s Law of Ther- 
ae apeutics,” put him on to digitalis and nux, alternately, 
) i which kept up a good flow of urine. At night I called 


| 

| 

{ 

ri 

i 


CHLORAL OF HyDRATE IN ALBUMINARIA.. — 867 


again, and found a little muscular twitching. I gave him 
another injection of 20 grs. hyd. chloral, and left with 
instructions that, if the convulsions returned, to send for me 
immediately. I called in the morning, and found my patient 
improving. Thus he continued to improve, and soon was 
up and about the house, and to-day he can do as much 
work as any man in town. Now, as I had no authority on 


the subject, I dared not say it was the chloral. In fact, I . 


attributed it to some freak of nature, and reasoned thus: 
That intervention of nature, or freak of the disease, that I 
did not understand, had caused him to void an unusual 
quantity of urine less albuminous, and | must keep up the 
flow, which I did with my nux and digitalis, using my 
chloral at night, for I could not forget that a marvelous 
change had come over my patient after using the chloral. 


I had an inward feeling that, perhaps, my chloral was the 


cause, but I was too timid to report it, for fear that some of 
my learned brethren would rise up in their dignity and sa 


“Well, young fellow, that treatment is old; you will find it 


in the practice of ‘Lazarus Riverius,” 1672.” and thereby 
expose my ignorance of the literature on the subject, so I 
kept still. But the case has been from that day (until I 
saw the case above mentioned) a puzzle to me. Still I had 
made up my mind that if I had another such case I would 
adopt the same treatment. I received some notoriety from 


the case, as the doctor called in counsel was a sort of fiscu-’ 


lapius amongst us, and the grand fiat had gone forth: “The 
patient must die.” I feel grateful to Dr. Wilson for the 
article in question, and have written this at this late day at 


the solicitations of my friends to add one more to the list of 


the “Curative effects of hydrate of chloral in albuminuria.” 


—N. E. Medical Monthly. 


TREATMENT OF H#MATEMESIS.—The diffi- 
culty of controlling hemorrhage from the stomach or cesoph- 
agus by any of the ordinary means led Dr. Schilling to 
employ an apparatus by which direct compression might 
be made against the inner walls of the organ. It consists 


of a flexible stomach tube with a rubber bladder at one end 


and a stop-cock at the other. The bladder is introduced, 
and very slowly and carefully inflated until it is made large 
enough to excite contractions in the stomach. In this way 
the hemorrhage is controlled. The air should be let out 
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again very slowly, so that the clots may not be loosened. If 
the bladder has been oiled previous to its introduction, the 


danger of adhesion to it of the coagula will be lessened. If 


this procedure fail to arrest the hemorrhage, we may then 
conclude that its source is in the cesophagus (usually it is at 
the lower portion of the tube), and recourse must then be 
had to the cesophageal tampon. The author relates one 
case of repeatedly recurring hematemesis, which was per - 


-manently arrested by the use of this bladder for twelve 


minutes. The inflation should be moderate, as the object is 
to excite contraction of the gastric walls, and not to distend 


the organ.—Centralblatt fiir May 3, 1884. 


—The Erasmus, though a native 


of Rotterdam, Holland, had such an aversion to fish that 


the smell of it threw him into a fever. Am broise Paré had 
a patient who could never see an eel without fainting, and 


~ another who would fall into convulsions at the sight of a 


carp. What would have been the effect of an electric eel 
on these gentlemen? Joseph Scaliger and others could never 
drink milk. Gardan was disousted at the sight of eggs. A 
King of Poland and a Secretary of France bled at the nose 


when they looked at apples. Henry III., of France, and 
many others had a great aversion to cats, mice, spiders, etc 


A great huntsman, in Hanover, who would attack a wild boar 
valiantly, always fainted at the sight of roasted pig, if he had 
not time to run away. These antipathies have been humor- 


ously accounted for by the doctrine of the transmigration of 


souls. Those who had been flies in a former state were horribly 
afraid of spiders; those who had been mice, did not like cats; 
and those who had been cats did not love dogs, etc. Amatus 
Lusitanus knew a person who fainted whenever he saw a 
rose, and always kept his house when they were in bloom. © 
Scaliger mentions the same about lilies, and Bayle about 
honey. Bayle himself turned pale at the sieht of water- 
cresses; Tycho Brahe fainted at the sight of a fox; Henry 
ITT., of France, at that of a cat; Marshal d’Albret at a pig. 
A lady, wonderful enough, could not endure the feel of silk 
or satin. A man, not 80 strangely, was known to faint 
whenever he heard a servant sweeping. Nicanor swooned 
whenever he heard a bagpipe; Bayle fainted when he heard 
the splashing of water.— Medical Record. 
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